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INT. BAR, LATE DAY.

The year is 1 AD and WALT, 40s, is in a great mood.  He is 
polishing off the last of a beer with his friend, BARNABUS.

WALT
And then she says, ‘hey, that’s not 
my goat!’

Barnabus laughs.

BARNABUS
You’re killin’ me, Walt.

Walt gestures to the bartender.

WALT
Helkath-hazurim, another round!

BARNABUS
Thanks, dude.  What’s the occasion?  
The wheelchair business picking up 
again?

WALT
It’s all right.  Things are looking 
up, Barnabus.  Like you said, 
things always come back around.  
Lazarus is dead, my landlady is on 
her way out...Things are pretty 
sweet.

BARNABUS
Can’t believe your luck with the 
deceased.

WALT
I’ve got my mother’s guilt, but 
it’s doing nothing but good.  

Walt takes a long pull off his beer and throws down a few 
Roman coins for his tab.  

WALT (CONT’D)
AND I have a date tonight.

BARNABUS
With Bashema of Nod?

WALT
Nah, I saw her without her head 
covering and she doesn’t really 
look that good.  It’s Zipporah of 
Galilee.



BARNABUS
Zipporah?!

A Japanese man at the other end of the bar shouts out to the 
bartender.

JAPANESE MAN
Sapporo!

WALT
Zipporah.

BARNABUS
Whoa.

Barnabus admires the color of his brew.

BARNABUS (CONT’D)
I like this seasonal.  You can 
really taste the unleavened hops.

INT. WALT’S APARTMENT, LATE DAY.

Walt’s apartment is stoner-shabby.  A pile of papyrus 
tabloids sits on his coffee table with some half-eaten bread 
loaves.  

SIMON PETER, 30s, takes a pull off a stone pipe.  

SIMON PETER
Thanks.  I’ve been so stressed 
lately.

WALT
It’s cool, Simon Peter.  What else 
are neighbors for?  Not to be 
crass, but the mother-in-law...

SIMON PETER
Yeah.

WALT
I mean, how long has she got left?

SIMON PETER
I didn’t want to tell you this.

WALT
Oh, I’m sorry.  When did she pass?

SIMON PETER
That’s the thing.  That wheelchair 
you sold me...I gotta return it.
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WALT
Return it?  I don’t usually do 
returns.  I mean, I’ve never done a 
return, why do you need a return?

SIMON PETER
She’s made a full recovery.

WALT
Your mother-in-law?

SIMON PETER
Yeah.  She’s back to being all on 
my case again.  And...and she needs 
that back-rent you owe her.

WALT
Wait, what?  Yesterday she had a 
week to live!

SIMON PETER
She met this guy...

WALT
She met a guy?

SIMON PETER
This dude....he’s new here.  His 
name’s Jesus Christ.

TITLE CARD:  THE BOOK OF WALT.

INT. WALT’S APARTMENT, LATE DAY.

Walt is putting on his nicest robe.  He’s a merchant, so it’s 
still fairly modest.

EXT. DESERT ROAD, NIGHT.

Walt picks a bouquet of desert thistles.

EXT. ZIPPORAH’S PARENT’S FRONT DOOR, NIGHT.

Walt greets ZIPPORAH, 20s, at the door with the thistles like 
flowers.

INT. DESERT CABANA, NIGHT.

They sit in a cabana bungalow.  There are Biblical times 
party people all around them, drinking out of a jug of water.
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ZAPPORAH
This is amazing.  Thank you, Walt.

WALT
I haven’t given you your surprise 
yet.

The waiter bring them a glass bottle with a fermented root 
suspended in it and two wine glasses.  He also sets a loaf of 
bread out on the table.

ZAPPORAH
You shouldn’t have!

WALT
Shh, it’s my pleasure.

He pours the brown liquid into two glasses for them.

WALT (CONT’D)
Cheers!

They take a sip of the root wine and from their expressions, 
it’s revolting, but strong.

In the background, the party people are starting to cheer.  
Shouts of “It’s Jesus!” “Jesus came!” fill the cabana.  

Walt looks over.  The water jug is now pouring out wine.

JESUS CHRIST, 33, raises a glass of wine.

JESUS
Open bar!

Two women pass by Walt and Zipporah’s table.

CABANA WOMAN
This is a vintage!

Walt notices Zapporah being distracted by the commotion.

WALT
So, Zipporah...

As he tries to engage her, Jesus approaches her.

JESUS
Pardon me, miss, but I couldn’t 
help but notice your glass is 
empty.

Jesus does a cheesy magic trick motion and Zapporah’s glass 
is magically full of red wine.
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As she’s breathless at his gift, Jesus winks at her.  He sees 
the loaf of bread on the table.

JESUS (CONT’D)
Mind if I borrow this?

INT. BAR, NIGHT.

Walt and Barnabus are having beers again.

BARNABUS
What kind of fish?

WALT
What kind of fish?  It doesn’t 
matter what kind of fish.

BARNABUS
It matters.

The bartender overhears their conversation.

BARTENDER
It does matter.

Walt rolls his eyes.

WALT
Yellowtail.  He made it into 
yellowtail.

BARTENDER
I love yellowtail.

WALT
Ok, ok.  Fine, he’s got yellowtail.  
But you know what I’ve got?  
Compassion.

BARNABUS
No, Jesus has that too. 

WALT
I’m doing Hut for Humanity with 
Zapporah tomorrow.  

The Japanese man laughs.

JAPANESE MAN
Sapporo!
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EXT. DESERT, DAY.

Walt and Zipporah and a few other volunteers are behind a 
table with a large cauldron of soup.  

Several BEGGARS in various states of decay are scattered 
around.  Walt spoons soup into their wooden bowls with a huge 
dipper.

Two BEGGARS, men in their 60s, spoon around in the soup in 
disappointment.

BEGGAR 1
What is this?  A stone?  

BEGGAR 2
They’re serving stone soup now!  
Unacceptable.

WALT
There’s no stones in the food.  
It’s a free meal, you can’t be 
choosers.

BEGGAR 1
This is bullshit.

BEGGAR 2
Last week we had rib eye.

BEGGAR 1
It wasn’t rib eye, it was sirloin.

BEGGAR 2
How would you know, your eyes are 
broken.

BEGGAR 1
I know my rib eye from my sirloin.  

BEGGAR 2
Marbled to perfection.

BEGGAR 1
And the encoutrements!

BEGGAR 2
The canapes!

WALT
Ok, that’s enough...

6.



BEGGAR 2
You serve us one course like we’re 
animals.  Not even a palate 
cleanser.

BEGGAR 1
Not like when Jesus was here.  We 
had melon balls.

BEGGAR 2
I don’t know how he does it.

Walt looks off to the side where Zapporah is reading to a 
BLIND MAN off of stone tablet.

ZAPPORAH
“The umbers of sunset descending 
the Judean desert, I graced the 
Nahal Darga’s summit and peered 
down the crevice to the cool 
darkness where the spring grass 
withers did not grow.” 

Zapporah gives a startled jump as Jesus comes up behind her 
to read over her shoulder.

JESUS
“I tucked my flowering hyacinth 
behind my ear.  Soon this landscape 
will be bathed in the blue light of 
the budding moon.”

BLIND MAN
If only I had one more day to see 
the beauty of the wilderness but 
one more time!

JESUS
You don’t real beauty.  Early dawn 
cutting through the morning clouds 
of Sinai, none of it compares to 
what stands before me.  Eyes clear 
as halite, skin pure as the waters 
of the Dead Sea, a neck with the 
sinew of an olive branch...

Zapporah closes her eyes, completely taken by the Jesus 
seduction.

BLIND MAN
If only!

JESUS
See for yourself, my friend!
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Jesus waves his hand in front of the blind man’s face.  The 
man removes his eye bandages and cries out-- he can suddenly 
see.

Zapporah gasps in disbelief and looks at Jesus in awe.  

JESUS (CONT’D)
So what are you doing later?

MONTAGE:  Zapporah and Jesus.

EXT. MARKET, DAY.

Zapporah and Jesus are picking out scarves at a marketplace.  
An elderly nobleman’s servant struggles under the weight of 
his master’s load and falls to his knees.  Zapporah looks 
distressed at the sight.  Jesus gives her the ‘one moment’ 
finger and makes a sweeping gesture at the servant.  The 
servant is renewed with energy and rises gallantly back to 
his feet.  

EXT. BEACH, DAY

Jesus and Zapporah and walking hand in hand with Sno-cones. 
They come across a man with his ear cut off.  Jesus 
nonchalantly reattaches the man’s ear and does the ‘coin-out-
of-the-ear’ trick.  Jesus flips the man the coin and gives 
him the thumbs up.  

EXT. BEACH, DAY.

Zapporah is sunbathing as Jesus fishes off the rocks.  He 
catches a fish and tosses it to Zapporah.  She giggles and 
throws it on a massive heap of hundreds of fish in a huge 
sack.  

INT. BEACHFRONT CABANA, NIGHT.  

Zapporah and Jesus are having a romantic dinner.

In the background, there is a horrible sound of a DEMON 
POSSESSION.  Zapporah is trying to talk over it, but it’s 
loud and distracting.

JESUS
Will you excuse me?

Jesus walks off-camera.  There is a very loud sound of 
EXORCISM and SQUISHY sounds.  
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Jesus returns to Zapporah, covered in vomit.  Zapporah is 
impressed.  He takes her hand.

JESUS (CONT’D)
You really get me.

They kiss.

EXT. MARKET, DAY.

Walt is at his cart, Walt’s Wheels and Walking Sticks.  His 
fares are all made out of wood and rope.  There is a 50% Off 
Sale sign on his cart.

JUDAS, 30s, approaches Walt with a bag of coins.

WALT
Hey Judas.

JUDAS
Hey Walt.

He hands him the bag of coins and it is clearly less than 
what Walt was hoping for.

WALT
I don’t get it.  Business hasn’t 
been this bad since the recession 
of 2 BC.

JUDAS
It’s Jesus.

WALT
What is with that guy!

JUDAS
He’s curing cripples all over 
Israel.  The blind, the lepers, the 
crazy-talkers, all of ‘em.  
Shalmaneser had to file Chapter 11.

WALT
I heard word on the street you’re 
doing business with Jesus.

JUDAS
Yeah, kind of a treasurer for his 
prostheletizing venture start up.  
Man’s good at what he does.  

WALT
What’s he like?
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JUDAS
Truth be told, he’s kind of a dick.  

FLASHBACK:  EXT. COFFEE CART, DAY.

Jesus, Judas and a few disciples are in line to get coffee.  
A DEAF MAN with a speech impediment is trying to order in 
line just ahead of Jesus.

JESUS
(to Judas)

I’m ALWAYS behind these guys!

Jesus snorts in irritation.  The DEAF MAN stammers more, 
trying to say his order.

Jesus finally throws up his hands and waves them over the 
Deaf Man.

DEAF MAN
Large Sumatra!

JESUS
Was that so hard!?

END FLASHBACK.

WALT
Wow, that is kind of a dick move.  

JUDAS
Tell me about it.  If I have to 
hear another one of his riddles, 
I’m gonna hang myself.  

CUT TO:

INT. BAR, LATE DAY.

Barnabus hands Walt a beer.

WALT
Thanks, dude.

BARNABUS
Yeah, you look like you need it.  
Everything going okay, buddy?

WALT
No, no it’s not.  It’s going 
terrible.  I think I’m gonna lose 
my cart.
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BARNABUS
Because of Jesus?

WALT
YES BECAUSE OF JESUS!  My landlady 
came by with an eviction notice.  I 
have 30 days.  30 days, Barnabus!  
How am I supposed to get together a 
deposit in 30 days?  They repo’ed 
my chicken.

BARNABUS
That is low.

WALT
It was my favorite chicken too.  
She had a good temperment.  

BARNABUS
You’ll find another chicken.

The door opens and LAZARUS, 40s with a tough-guy demeanor, 
enters the bar.  

LAZARUS
Yo Walt!

Walt looks at Lazarus in horror.

LAZARUS (CONT’D)
Rye on the rocks.  Lemme get one 
for my buddy here too.

WALT
Lazarus!

LAZARUS
Been awhile!

WALT
I thought you were dead!

LAZARUS
I was dead!  Dig this...

FLASHBACK: EXT. CEMETARY, DAY.

Jesus sees a YOUNG HOT MOM crying over a fresh grave.  Jesus 
puts his arm around her and comforts her as she cries.  With 
his free hand, he makes a lifting gesture.  The ground starts 
to shake and the little boy rises from the dead.  The mother 
is overjoyed and embraces her little boy and Jesus.  The 
three of them walk away together.
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The grave behind the boy’s also starts to stir.  Lazarus 
pokes his head out of his grave.  He looks around 
quizzically.  He steps out of the grave and brushes himself 
off.  

END FLASHBACK.

LAZARUS (CONT’D)
Right place, right time, huh bro?  

Off of Walt, he looks like he is ready to snap.  Lazurus is 
now all business.  

LAZARUS (CONT’D)
(in a threatening way)

Now let’s talk about that money you 
owe me.

EXT. SEA, NIGHT.

Walt, nearly deranged, is rowing a small boat with a large 
wrapped up parcel that could only be Lazarus’s body.  He 
mumbles to himself.

WALT
Wait, wait, what...what’s that 
Lazarus? Tell me again your out of 
body experience.  Speak up, I can’t 
hear you!  Now what’s that about 
Jesus again?  Long-haired freak!  
Leper toucher, withered-hand-
healer!  Virgin, my ass. Temple 
pusher downer, ah!

Walt hurls Lazarus’s body into the sea.

WALT (CONT’D)
Rise from THAT, Lazarus!  Dick.

Walt hears SEXY MUSIC in the distance.  He looks up and sees 
a boat several yards away.

In the boat, Zapporah and Jesus are having a romantic boat 
ride.  Jesus is kind of grooving in the boat.  He stands up 
and steps out of the boat.

Jesus walks out onto the water and does a dance.  He does a 
few yoga poses, showing off.  He bends down.

JESUS
Oh, what is this?

Jesus picks up an engagement ring and proposes to Zapporah.
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On Walt:

WALT
You’re a dead man, Jesus!  

INT. RESTAURANT, DAY.

Walt and Judas are having sushi.  Walt is unshaven and 
irritable. 

Walt dips his sushi roll into soy sauce and pops it in his 
mouth.  There is something in it.  Walt pulls a gold coin out 
of his mouth.  Judas takes notice.

JUDAS
I know, annoying, isn’t it?  Jesus 
made the fish all have gold coins 
in their mouths, some sort of thing 
for the economy.  Wasn’t my idea.  
You’re not supposed to be able to 
taste gold, but I swear it leaves a 
little bit of a taste.  Do you 
notice a taste?

Walt tosses the coin behind him like garbage.

JUDAS (CONT’D)
Anyway, let me fill you in on 
something on the D.L.  Based on a 
reliable source, Jesus’s days are 
numbered.

WALT
What do you mean? 

JUDAS
What do you mean, what do I mean?  

WALT
About the number!

JUDAS
A guy paid me off.

WALT
To run him out of town?

JUDAS
To kill him, Walt!

Walt pops another piece of sushi into his mouth.
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WALT
Sounds good to me.

JUDAS
It’s like a military thing.  The 
Romans.

WALT
Lemme know if I can be of any use.

JUDAS
They want him dead.  Not just gone.  
Dead.  

WALT
How much did they pay you?

JUDAS
Thirty.

WALT
Not bad. What do you have to do?

JUDAS
There’s this function he’s 
throwing.  A dinner.  They are 
gonna be there and they paid me to 
give the tip off.  

WALT
During the dinner?

JUDAS
At the end.

WALT
You just give them a signal?

JUDAS
I give him a kiss.

WALT
A kiss?

JUDAS
Yeah, a kiss.  

WALT
Like one of those...

(Walt makes the ‘air kiss 
on each side of the face’ 
pantomine)

...deals?
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JUDAS
Uh, no, like a kiss kiss.  A 
sensual kiss.

WALT
Why is it a kiss?

JUDAS
Anyway, that’s not important...

WALT
Why is it a kiss?

JUDAS
A kiss, not a kiss, what’s the 
difference, point is, it’s a 
signal...

WALT
And it’s gotta be sensual?

JUDAS
Yes.

WALT
Who’s idea was this?  Was this your 
idea?

JUDAS
No, the Romans, they approached 
me...

WALT
I mean, I guess I don’t just go 
around kissing dudes, especially 
sensually.

JUDAS
It’s just what we do.  Get with the 
times, Walt.  It’s Anno Domini.

EXT. MARKET, DAY.

Walt is sitting next to his cart.  The 50% Off sign has been 
crossed out and replaced with a Going Out Of Business sign.

Walt’s MOM, 70s, comes by his cart with a goat on a leash.

MOM
Walt, honey.

WALT
Hi Mom.
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MOM
I brought you some persimmons. 
Ephrata got them in this morning 
and they should be ripe by Tuesday.

WALT
Thanks Mom.

He notices a wooden medallion with the Christian fish on it.

WALT (CONT’D)
What is that!  What are you 
wearing?

His mom clasps the pendent around her neck.

MOM
Aren’t these cute?  Merab makes 
them all by hand.

WALT
But it’s...

MOM
Jesus!  Isn’t he wild?  Such a 
talent!

Walt lights up a cigarette and slumps down next to his cart.

MOM (CONT’D)
What’s the matter, honey?  You look 
thin.

WALT
I’m. Just. Having. A. Really.  
Hard. Time.

INT. RESTAURANT, NIGHT.

Walt walks into a nice restaurant.  He is drinking a smoothie 
and lurking in the corner.

It’s a busy night.  He sees Jesus at a long table with his 
disciples and Zapporah, ala the Last Supper.  

JESUS
(to Zapporah)

Babe, I’m just saying, next time 
get your own blooming onion.  You 
always say just a bite, but then 
you always eat half of them.  It’s 
incredibly annoying.
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Waiters bring the entrees to the table.

In the distance, Walt’s eyelids are twitching.  He looks 
around to the Roman soldiers making wild Italian gestures 
over their pasta.

Back on Jesus’s table, Jesus is making a stink about the 
food.

JESUS (CONT’D)
What did I tell you, Thomas?  We’ve 
talked about this.

THOMAS, 30s, is sheepish.

THOMAS
Sorry Jesus.

JESUS
Do you know WHY you’re apologizing?  

Thomas stares at him blankly. MATTHEW, 30s, tries to calm 
Jesus.

MATTHEW
Relax, Jesus, we’ll get it sent 
back.

JESUS
No, Matthew, don’t ‘Jesus’ me, ok?  
Thomas, are you or are you not my 
food tester? Dude, you really 
screwed the pooch tonight.  Look at 
this!  Look at this chicken!  It’s 
damn near pink in the center.

ZAPPORAH
Babe, it’s not that bad...

JESUS
Let me handle this!  Look, bro, 
it’s almost pink.  Pink chicken, 
that’s bullshit.  What do you want 
me to die?  

Judas sees Walt in the distance.  He pardons himself to come 
talk to Walt.

JUDAS
Walt!

WALT
When are you gonna do it?
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JUDAS
That’s the thing....

WALT
WHEN are you gonna do it?

JUDAS
Look, you’re a great guy and I know 
you’re going through some hard 
times, buddy.  I feel for you, I 
really do.  But this whole Jesus 
thing, I just think it’s bad for 
business.  I’m already 20 coins 
deep with the Romans and that’s 
just for drinks, shit, I’ve gotta 
comp all their food and those boys 
can really drink...

WALT
Give him the kiss, Judas!

Judas gives Walt a pat on the back.

JUDAS
I’m sorry, buddy.  

Judas leaves.  Walt eyes Jesus and takes a deep breath. 

Walt walks over to the table.  The disciples are quiet as he 
approaches.  

All in slow-motion, Walt walks directly to Jesus.  Walt 
caresses Jesus’s chest hair.  He pulls Jesus in close and 
gives him a sensual kiss on the cheek.  The whole action 
takes just a little bit too long.

Jesus is taken aback.  

JESUS
Thank you, Walt.  That was nice.

Walt looks at Jesus and to Zapporah.  It’s a confusing 
moment.  Walt pats Jesus on the shoulder and walks away back 
to his corner.

The Romans leap to their feet and there is a commotion as 
they grab Jesus.  Walt drinks his smoothie by the door and 
watches it all go down.  Judas re-enters.

JUDAS
Oh boy, what have you done.

Several Roman guards escort Jesus out of the restaurant.  On 
his way out, Jesus confronts Judas.
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JESUS
Are ye come out against a thief 
with swords and staffs to take me?  
Even my close friend with whom I 
shared my bread betrays me?

Judas looks away in embarrassment. 

JESUS (CONT’D)
You too, Walt?

Walt finishes the rest of his smoothie.

WALT
Yep.  

TITLE CARD:  3 DAYS LATER.

EXT. MARKET, DAY.

Walt’s business is back.  The Going Out of Business sign has 
been crossed out and replaced with the word Nevermind!

Walt sends a crippled demon-possessed woman and her son off 
with a brand new wheelchair.  She is strapped to the chair 
and convulsing.  Walt has his hand on her shoulder.

WALT
Well, that should do it!  Remember, 
you’ve got a two week warranty, so 
let me know if you need any 
adjustments!

Barnabus approaches Walt’s stand.

WALT (CONT’D)
Hey, my man, looking good!

He punches Barnabus on the shoulder.  He’s back to being the 
old Walt, just a little douchier.  

BARNABUS
Looks like you’re doing okay.

WALT
Hit a rough patch, buddy, but 
things are back on their way to 
sweet.

Zapporah passes by in a mourner’s veil.
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WALT (CONT’D)
Hey Zapporah!  Who’s got two 
thumbs!  Black’s your color, toots.  
Really slimming.  Brings out your 
spirit!  Heh!

He laughs at his own joke.

WALT (CONT’D)
(to Barnabus)

What do you say, a drink after 
work?  Mid-week celebration?

BARNABUS
Yeah, well...

WALT
Aw, come on, don’t be a stick in 
the mud.

BARNABUS
I’ve got some bad news, Walt.

EXT. DESERT, DAY.

A stone tablet reading HAVE YOU HEARD THE GOOD NEWS? is 
laying at the side of the road as sand blows past.  

CUT TO:

EXT. DESERT ROAD, DAY.

Walt walks against a crowd of people.  He is defeated, angry, 
the antihero.  Swarms of people walk by him going the other 
direction.  They are wearing crucifixes around their necks, 
pendants with the Christian fish.  They have Jesus tattoos.  
They have WWJD bracelets.  Walt continues the other way, 
against the direction of the setting sun.  
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